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School District and Teachers Union Finalize Contract 
Negotiations  

In Time For New School Year: 

Volusia Among First In State To Distribute State Salary Appropriation 
Resulting in Teacher Raises 

  

DELAND — The superintendent of schools and the Volusia Teachers 

Organization (VTO) concluded negotiations today that will provide an average raise of 

approximately 5.3% for Volusia County teachers once ratified by teachers and by the 

Volusia County School Board.  The salary plan also increases beginning teacher pay by 

approximately $2,000 in order to make Volusia more competitive with neighboring 

school districts in recruiting and retaining teacher talent.  The raises were possible due 

to special funding set aside by the Florida legislature and governor for teachers and 

school principals and assistant principals.     

This was the first year that state funding was set aside for instructional staff 

raises.  Negotiations commenced in May and proceeded during the summer with the 

goal of distributing the raises as quickly as possible.  Teachers in Volusia County will be 

among the first in the state to receive these raises due to early conclusion of 

negotiations.  VTO was represented by VTO president Andrew Spar and the school 

district was represented its chief counsel, Mike Dyer, in the negotiations.  

“This is a great agreement,” said Andrew Spar, VTO president.  “This settlement 

means that our teachers’ lives will improve economically speaking for the first time in six 

years.  It is fair to all teachers and ensures that Volusia County is able to continue to 

compete for great teachers.” 

“I am grateful for the special state funding that permitted the district to offer raises 

for our hardworking teachers.  This is a terrific way to start to the new school year and 



permits us to focus on student achievement,” said Superintendent Margaret Smith.  “I 

am also grateful to the VTO and district negotiating teams that worked throughout the 

summer to make this possible.”  The special state funding utilized by the district was 

provided to all school districts in the state and had to be provided in the form of raises to 

instructional staff by July 1, 2014 – a deadline that was met nearly a year ahead of 

schedule.     
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